
 

St. John’s Evangelical 

Lutheran Church 
 

 

Welcome to our visitors! 
 

 It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from God’s Word  

will fill your heart with the peace that only God can offer and the joy we have in 

knowing that Jesus Christ is our Savior from sin. 

 

 Large print service folders are available from an usher. Assisted listening 

devices, including both ear bud and loop receivers for digital hearing aids,  

are also available from an usher.  

 

 Children’s bulletins and worship notes are available in the round tract rack in the 

entry area. 

 

 Parents may take small children into the entry area, mother’s room (at the back 

of the church), or nursery (lower level of church) as needed and follow the 

worship service on the TV monitor. Changing tables are available in the 

mother’s room and in the room adjacent to the nursery. 

 

 Restrooms are located at the far end of the entry area. 

 

 As the offering is received, members and guests are asked to sign the Friendship 

Register. Please pass the register to your neighbor and then return it to the center 

aisle. Visitors are also asked to fill out a guest card and give it to an usher. 

 

 Please join us for Bible class at 9:15 AM on Sunday. 

“State of the Parish” Presentation: Fellowship Hall, lower level of church 

Bible Information Class: St. Matthew’s Room, lower level of church 

A staffed nursery is available during Bible class. 
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The Second Sunday after the Epiphany 

 

January 21 & 22, 2017 
 

Promises in Action: Lamb of God 

 
 

 

 

Prelude A Merry Heart 

Junior Handbell Choir by Cynthia Dobrinski 

 

Opening Hymn Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty 

Please stand to sing the final stanza Christian Worship 255 

 

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son      and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

 

M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our Father, 

asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed 

you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is 

good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry 

for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a 

sinner.  

                                                           
 
 Sundays After Epiphany: The season of Epiphany celebrates the many different ways that Jesus is 

revealed as the Savior of the world. The liturgical color for the Sundays during the season of Epiphany 

(with the exception of the Baptism of Our Lord and Transfiguration) is green. Green is used both for 

the Sundays after Epiphany and the Sundays after Pentecost, making it the most commonly used color 

during the church year. The color green is associated with growth. During the Epiphany season, a 

season celebrating Jesus’ revealing as the Savior of the world, green marks the growth of the Church as 

this Savior is proclaimed to the nations. 

 



pg. 4 

 

Kyrie 

 Lord Jesus, you raise us to new life.  Refrain (stanza 1) 

Lord Jesus, you forgive us our sins.  Refrain (stanza 2)  

 Lord Jesus, you feed us with your body and blood. Refrain (stanza 3) 

 

 

 

Refrain: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning 

sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you 

all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son      and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

C: Amen. 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 

 

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.   

                                                           
 

 Kyrie:  The Kyrie (translated from Greek as “Lord, have mercy/Christ, have mercy”) has been used 

as a response by the Christian church since ancient times.  We sing the Kyrie as a penitential plea for 

forgiveness to the triune God.  The congregation is invited to join in singing the refrains as marked. 
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The choir will introduce the refrain by singing it once. The congregation will immediately repeat the 

refrain and sing the refrain again as indicated in bold. 

 

 

Refrain: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, 

 We worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.  Refrain 

 

 Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, 

 You take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us. 

 You are seated at the right hand of the Father, receive our prayer.  Refrain 

 

 For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High,  

Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen.  Refrain (sung twice) 

 

Prayer of the Day 

M: The Lord be with you. 

 

C: And also with you. 

 

M: Let us pray. 

 Almighty God, you gave your one and only Son to be the light of the world. Grant that your 

people, illumined by your Word and sacraments, may shine with the radiance of Christ’s glory, 

that he may be known, worshiped, and believed to the ends of the earth; through Jesus Christ, 

our Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, now and forever. 

 

C: Amen.  
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Be seated 

THE WORD 

 

First Lesson Isaiah 49:1-7 

The Father appoints his Son to bring salvation to the ends of the earth. 

 

Listen to me, you islands; hear this, you distant nations: 

Before I was born the LORD called me; from my birth he has made mention of my name. 

He made my mouth like a sharpened sword, in the shadow of his hand he hid me; 

 he made me into a polished arrow and concealed me in his quiver. 

He said to me, “You are my servant, Israel, in whom I will display my splendor.” 

But I said, “I have labored to no purpose; I have spent my strength in vain and for nothing. 

Yet what is due me is in the LORD’s hand, and my reward is with my God.” 

And now the LORD says – he who formed me in the womb to be his servant 

 to bring Jacob back to him and gather Israel to himself, 

 for I am honored in the eyes of the LORD and my God has been my strength – he says: 

“It is too small a thing for you to be my servant  

 to restore the tribes of Jacob and bring back those of Israel I have kept. 

I will also make you a light for the Gentiles, 

 that you may bring my salvation to the ends of the earth.” 

This is what the LORD says – the Redeemer and Holy One of Israel –  

 to him who was despised and abhorred by the nation, to the servant of rulers: 

“Kings will see you and rise up, princes will see and bow down, 

 because of the LORD, who is faithful, the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you.” 

 

Psalm of the Day Psalm 98 

We sing to the LORD because he has made his salvation known to the ends of the earth. 

 

The choir will introduce the refrain by singing it once. The congregation will immediately  

repeat the refrain and sing the following refrains and the final verse. 
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 Sing the LORD a new song, 

  for he has done marvelous things; 

 

 his right hand and his holy arm 

  have worked salvation for him. 

 

 The LORD has made his salvation known 

  and revealed his righteousness to the nations. 

 

 He has remembered his love and his faithfulness to Israel; 

  all the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God.  

 

 Refrain 

 

 Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth, 

  burst into jubilant song with music. 

 

 Let the sea resound, and everything in it, 

  the world and all who live in it. 

 

 Let the rivers clap their hands, 

  let the mountains sing together for joy; 

 

 let them sing before the LORD, for he comes to judge the earth. 

  He will judge the world in righteousness and the peoples with equity. 

 

 Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

  and to the Holy Spirit, 

 as it was in the beginning, 

  is now, and will be forever.  Amen.   

 

 Refrain   
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Second Lesson Acts 13:38-49 

Paul and Barnabas point Gentiles to forgiveness through Jesus. 

 

 “Therefore, my brothers, I want you to know that through Jesus the forgiveness of sins is 

proclaimed to you. Through him everyone who believes is justified from everything you could not be 

justified from by the law of Moses. Take care that what the prophets have said does not happen to you: 

 “ ‘Look, you scoffers, wonder and perish, for I am going to do something in your days  

  that you would never believe, even if someone told you.’ ” 

 As Paul and Barnabas were leaving the synagogue, the people invited them to speak further about 

these things on the next Sabbath. When the congregation was dismissed, many of the Jews and devout 

converts to Judaism followed Paul and Barnabas, who talked with them and urged them to continue in 

the grace of God. 

 On the next Sabbath almost the whole city gathered to hear the word of the Lord. When the Jews 

saw the crowds, they were filled with jealousy and talked abusively against what Paul was saying. 

 Then Paul and Barnabas answered them boldly: “We had to speak the word of God to you first. 

Since you reject it and do not consider yourselves worthy of eternal life, we now turn to the Gentiles. 

For this is what the Lord has commanded us: 

 “ ‘I have made you a light for the Gentiles, that you may bring salvation to the ends of the earth.’ ” 

 When the Gentiles heard this, they were glad and honored the word of the Lord; and all who were 

appointed for eternal life believed. 

 The word of the Lord spread through the whole region. 

 

Verse of the Day 

Alleluia, alleluia. He said to me, “You are my servant in whom I will display my splendor.” 

Alleluia. 

 

Please stand 

 

Gospel John 1:29-41 

John the Baptist points his disciples to Jesus, the Lamb of God. 

 

 The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Look, the Lamb of God, who takes 

away the sin of the world! This is the one I meant when I said, ‘A man who comes after me has 

surpassed me because he was before me.’ I myself did not know him, but the reason I came baptizing 

with water was that he might be revealed to Israel.” 

 Then John gave this testimony: “I saw the Spirit come down from heaven as a dove and remain on 

him. I would not have known him, except that the one who sent me to baptize with water told me, ‘The 

man on whom you see the Spirit come down and remain is he who will baptize with the Holy Spirit.’ I 

have seen and I testify that this is the Son of God.”  
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 The next day John was there again with two of his disciples. When he saw Jesus passing by, he 

said, “Look, the Lamb of God!” 

 When the two disciples heard him say this, they followed Jesus. Turning around, Jesus saw them 

following and asked, “What do you want?” 

 They said, “Rabbi” (which means Teacher), “where are you staying?” 

 “Come,” he replied, “and you will see.” 

 So they went and saw where he was staying, and spent that day with him. It was about the tenth 

hour. 

 Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, was one of the two who heard what John had said and who had 

followed Jesus. The first thing Andrew did was to find his brother Simon and tell him, “We have found 

the Messiah” (that is, the Christ).  

 

M:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

C:  Praise be to you, O Christ.  

 

Be seated 

 

Anthem (Saturday) The Master Has Come 

Adult Handbell Choir arranged by Susan Geschke 

 

The Master has come, and he calls us to follow 

The track of the footprints he leaves on our way; 

Far over the mountain and through the deep hollow, 

The path leads us on to the mansions of day; 

The Master has called us, the children who fear him, 

Who march ‘neath Christ’s banner, his own little band; 

We love him and seek him, we long to be near him, 

And rest in the light of his beautiful land. 

 

The Master has called us; the road may be dreary, 

And dangers and sorrows are strewn on the track; 

But God’s Holy Spirit shall comfort the weary; 

We follow the Savior and will not turn back. 

The Master has called us; though doubt and temptation 

May compass our journey, we cheerfully sing: 

“Press onward, look upward,” through much tribulation; 

The children of Zion will follow their King.  
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The Master has called us, in life’s early morning, 

With spirits as fresh as the dew on the sod; 

We turn from the world, with its smiles and its scorning 

To cast in our lot with the people of God. 

The Master has called us, his sons and his daughters, 

We plead for his blessing and trust in his love: 

And through the green pastures, beside the still waters, 

He’ll lead us at last to his kingdom above. 

 

Anthem (Sunday) Lamb of God 

Junior Choir by Kenneth T. Kosche 

 

 Lamb of God, you take away the world’s sin,  

 Have mercy upon us. 

 As high as the heav’ns are over the earth,  

 So great is your love for us. 

 As far as the east is from the west,  

 So far have you removed our sin. 

 

 Lamb of God, you take away the world’s sin,  

 Have mercy upon us. 

 A Father’s heart you turn to us,  

 You hear us when we call, 

 Now, Lord, in compassion, lend your ear,  

 You know our needs, oh, hear our prayer. 

 

 Lamb of God, you take away the world’s sin,  

 Have mercy upon us. 

 Lamb of God, you take away the world’s sin,  

 Give to us your peace. 

 

Hymn of the Day The Only Son from Heaven 

    Christian Worship 86 

 

Sermon John 1:29-41 

 

Credible Witnesses 
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Please stand 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

   maker of heaven and earth. 

  

 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

   who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

   born of the virgin Mary,  

   suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

   was crucified, died, and was buried. 

  He descended into hell.  

  The third day he rose again from the dead. 

  He ascended into heaven  

   and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 

  From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

   the holy Christian Church,  

    the communion of saints,  

   the forgiveness of sins,  

   the resurrection of the body,   

   and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

Offering  

 

The members of St. John’s have joined together to do the Lord’s work in our community  

and around the world, and our offerings are a joyful response of our faith.  If you are a  

visitor today, you are welcome but not obligated to give an offering. 

 

Adult Handbell Choir (Saturday) Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing 

arranged by Ron Mallory 

 

Come, thou fount of every blessing, tune my heart to sing thy grace; 

Streams of mercy, never ceasing, call for songs of loudest praise. 

Teach me some melodious sonnet, sung by flaming tongues above. 

Praise the mount – I’m fixed upon it – mount of God's redeeming love.  
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Here I find my greatest treasure; hither by thy help I've come; 

And I hope, by thy good pleasure, safely to arrive at home. 

Jesus sought me when a stranger, wandering from the fold of God; 

He, to rescue me from danger, bought me with his precious blood. 

 

Oh, to grace how great a debtor daily I'm constrained to be! 

Let thy goodness, like a fetter, bind my wandering heart to thee: 

Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, prone to leave the God I love; 

Here's my heart, O take and seal it; seal it for thy courts above.  

 

Please stand 

 

Prayer of the Church 

 The minister says the Prayer of the Church. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C: Our Father in heaven,  

  hallowed be your name,  

  your kingdom come,  

  your will be done  

   on earth as in heaven.  

 Give us today our daily bread. 

 Forgive us our sins, 

  as we forgive those  

  who sin against us. 

 Lead us not into temptation,  

  but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power,  

 and the glory are yours  

 now and forever. Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

Hymn     Brothers, Sisters, Let Us Gladly 

     Christian Worship 484 

 

Please stand  
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M: Almighty God, grant to your Church the Holy Spirit and the wisdom that comes from above.  

Let nothing hinder your Word from being freely proclaimed to the joy and edifying of Christ’s 

holy people, so that we may serve you in steadfast faith and confess your name as long as we 

live, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and      give you peace. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

Closing Hymn May the Peace of God (see pg. 14) 

Christian Worship Supplement 745 

 

Announcements 

 

Postlude 

 

If you do not wish to take your service folder home, please place it in the basket so it can be reused.  
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Serving at Worship 
 

Preacher Pastor Joel Leyrer 

 

Presiding Minister Pastor Eric Schroeder 

 

Lectors Pastor Kyle Bitter 

 Pastor Joshua Yu 

 

Musicians Kiara Ristow, piano 

 Carolyn Sachs, vocals (Saturday) 

 Ben Ristow, trumpet (Sunday) 

 Suzanne Swenson, oboe (Sunday) 

 

Adult Handbell Choir Director Kristi Meyer 

 

Junior Handbell Choir Director Julie Handeland 

 

Junior Choir Director Mandy Treder 

  

Head Ushers Michael Schneider (Saturday); Mark Naumann (8:00 AM); Matt Bahr (10:30 AM) 

 

Greeters Deb Fitzsimmons & Kathryn Hendee and John Frailing & Susan Freedlund (8:00 AM) 

 Herb & Karin Schrank and Dean & Shirley Smith (10:30 AM) 

 

 

In Our Prayers 
 

 Molly Kolander and Zachary Todor at Children’s Hospital, Barbara Schmelzer at Wheaton 

Franciscan Hospital in Franklin and Sue Rader at The Lutheran Home. 

 

 Mrs. Renee Pastorek who was called to teach the lower middle grades at St. John’s school. 
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Parents’ Preview for January 29 
 

The Parents’ Preview highlights an aspect of next week’s service: a liturgical song, a Psalm refrain,  

or a hymn stanza.  Our hope and prayer is that parents will teach this portion of the service to their 

children at home during the week so that children can participate more fully in the worship service.  
 

“O Christ, Who Called the Twelve” (stanza 1) 

Christian Worship Supplement 770 
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Readings for the Week of Epiphany 2 

 

 M Mark 2:18-22..……………………………………… Isaiah 61:10, 11 

 T Mark 3:1-6…………………………………………. Exodus 20:1-17 

 W Matthew 19:3-9……………………………………. Deuteronomy 4:5-13 

 TH Matthew 5:17-26…………………………………… Deuteronomy 32:45-57; 33:1-4 

 F John 1:15-18………………………………………... Hebrews 12:18-24 

 S Acts 7:35-40, 51-53………………………………… Micah 6:6-9 

 

 

 

 

 

Acknowledgements (reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709971, all rights reserved) 

Divine Service I.  Texts revised from The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941.  

Jesus, the Compassion of God (Kyrie and Gloria) © 1999 GIA Publications, Inc. 

 “Psalm 98” Tune David Haas & Marty Haugen © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc. Tone © 2015 Dale 

Witte.   

 “The Master Has Come” Text public domain. 

“Lamb of God” © 1993 Sacred Music Press.  

 “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” Text public domain. 

“O Christ, Who Called the Twelve” Text © 1993 GIA Publications, Inc. Tune public domain. 

 

 


